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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Thisreport presents the assessment of High Conservation Value Forest (HCVF) undetaken asa
requirement of a Corrective Action Requirement (CAR) issued at thetime of the certification of
the Swanton Pacific Ranch Forest (SPRF) unde the Pacific Coast Standads (PCS) of the Forest
Stewardship Counal (FSC). Thisreport is prepared in accordance with Prindple 9 of the FSC

prindples and criteria. Theresult of the assessment is thefollowing table of HCV designaions

Identified High Conservation Values on the Swanton Padfic Ranch Forest

Category 1: “.. significant concentrations of biodiversity values.”
1. Coho Salmon Habitat
Steelhead Trout Habitat
Red-L eggead Frog Habitat
Monterey pineforests
2. None
3. None
4. None
5. None
6.
Category 2. “.. large landscape level forests...”

Category 3 “..rarethreatened or endangered ecosystems.”

8. Burl forming manzanita stands

9. General Smith Stand (previoudy entered old-growth)
Second Growth Reserve
Old redwood, Douglasfir, and California nutmeg specimens

10. None

11. None

Category 4 “.. basic services... watershed protection”

12. None

13. None

14. Inne gorgeof Vaenda Creek

15. None

16. Identified unde Category 1

Category 5“... meeting basic needs of local communities.”

17. None
Category 6 “...communities’ local cultural identity..."

18. None




Overview of HCVF Assessment on the Swanton Padfic Ranch Forest

The Swanton Pacific Ranch Forest is owned by the California State University Foundaion. This
Foundaionisa501c.3. notfor profit Foundadion established as an auxiliary founddion to
California Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo. Themission of the Ca Poly
Founddionisto provide self-suppoting, responsble, diversified, creative, and high qudity
services, which complement theingructiond program of the University and assist theinditution
in achieving its educationd mission. The University strives to stimulate creativity and develop
dynamic professiondism amongits faculty, students, and staff. The Founddionwill hdp suppot
this objective with innovdive services and programs soughtby the University, which will
enhance theeducational and soda environment of theinditution. Swanton Pacific Ranch is
managed by the College of Agriculture, California Polytechnic State University unde a
Memorandumof Undestanding between Cal Poly State University and the Cal Poly State
University Founddion.

Theforest areas of Swanton Pacific Ranch alongwith the habitat and riparian areas are utilized
by the Natural Resources Management (NRM) Depatment for its “School Forest”. Theforest is
utilized extengvely for field tripsto suppot classroomingruction, applied research for senior
projects and master’ s level research, and for internships Theforest area management is
controlled throughthe NRM department faculty with Dougles Fiirto as the project coordinaor
for theforestry project at SPR. Dr. Brian Dietterick of the NRM Department faculty isthe
executive faculty director of theranch for the College of Agriculture.

Themanagement of theranch for timber resourcesis subject to all the applicable rules and
regulationsof the California Forest Practice Rules which result from theZ’ Berg Ngedly Forest
Practice Act of 1974. Indudel in these rules are rules specific to the commercial management of
timber landsin Santa Cruz County. SPR also falls within the extended region of the California
Coastal Commission.

The Cal Poly State University Founddion following the recommenddion of the NRM
Department faculty soughtFSC certification for the forest landsof the SPR in 2004 This
certification was recommended following a certification audit by Scientific Certification
Systems. As pat of the certification a CAR was issued which required the assessment of the
Swanton Pacific Ranch Forest (SPRF) for HCVF values usng the definition Forest Stewardship
Counal’sPrindple 9. According to thedefinition, High Conservation value Forests are those
tha possess oneor more of thefollowing attributes:



Forest areas containing globdly, regiondly or naiondly significant
concentrationsof biodiversity vaues (e.g. endanism, endangered species,
refugia).

Forest areas containing globdly, regiondly or naiondly significant large
landscapelevel forests, contained within, or containing the management unit,
where viable popubtionsof mog if notall naurally occurring speciesexist in
naural paternsof distributonand abundance.

Forest areas that are in or contain rare, threatened or endangered ecosystems.
Forest areas tha providebasic services of nature in critica situaions(e.g.
watershed protection, erogon control).

Forest areas fundamental to meeting basic needsof local communities (e.g.
subgstence, hedlth).

Forest areas critical to local communities' traditional cultural identity (areas of
cultural, ecological, economic or religioussignificance identified in coopeation
with such local communities).

Virtudly al of the SPR has congervation vaue. Most of themain unit of the ranch lies within an
area of Santa Cruz County that is designated as Agricultura Resource under the County Generd
LandUse Plan. Themain unit dso liesentirdy within theexpanded Coastal Zoneof the County
and therefore has specid restrictionsand regulations placed uponit. TheVadencia Creek Unit by
Aptosisnot within the Coastal Management Zone In assessing HCVF sfor SPRF the NRM
Depatment faculty has been inclusvein thar approach with regard to the FSC P& C’s and the
precautionary prindple. Thefaculty doesnot clam that the prescriptions and approaches are
perfect, but they have been thowghtfully prepared and are based upon the best available scientific
information. Themonitoring plan is thought to be effectivein determining the efficacy of the
prescriptions without being overly cumbersome or time consuming. The plan for the HCVF
approach will be continudly reviewed to determine the completeness of theinclusonsand the
effectiveness of the prescriptions and monitoring.

Purpose

Thisreport is provided to meet the requirements as outlined in the CAR assigned to the SPRF in
the certification evaluation of Swanton Pacific Ranch for FSC Certificationin 2004 The NRM
Department faculty and the SPRF managers have collected theresource information required for
HCVF planning andimplementation. The plan included in thisreport is thefirst attempt to
outline the steps for careful management of HCVF's. Comments and suggestions are welcome at
any time and should be directed to Dr. Brian Dietterick, Director, Swanton Pacific Ranch, 125
Swanton Road, Davenport, CA 95017.



M ethodology

All forests contain environmental and soda values, such as wildlife habitat, watershed
protection or archaeologica sites. Where these values are consdered to be of outstanding
significance or critical importance, theforest can be defined as a High Conservation Vaue
Forest (HCVF). Thekey to the conaept of High Conservation Vaue Forests is theidentification
of High Conservation Values, because it is the presence of High Consrvation Vaues tha
deermines whethe aforest is designaed a High Congservation Value Forest.

High economic value(e.g., in coastal redwood and Douglas-fir forests) and high ecological
values coinddein the Pacific Coast region (e.g., in the Santa Cruz Mountain ecoregion) and
often lead to clashes between environmental and economic interests. Theidentification and
development of special management guiddines for these types of resource values may hdp
aleviate some of the patential conflictsin land use.

Monitoring of the HCVF areas to confirm tha theresources are protected is an important aspect
of the assurance tha these resources are in fact protected by the special management guiddines.



Assessment for HCVF Attributes

Thefirst phase of thedetermination of resource values that are to be consdered HCVF sisto
review the standad which ddinesHCVF's. Thisdefinitionis contained in the FSC Pacific
Coast Standad’s Prindple 9. Maintenance of High Conservation Value
Forests.
“Management activitiesin high conservation value forests shal maintain or enhance the
attributes tha definesuch forests. Decisionsregarding high conervation valueforests
shdl always be consdered in the context of aprecautionay approach.
High Consrvation Vaue Forests are those tha possess oneor more of thefollowing
attributes:
a) forest areas containing globdly, regiondly or naiondly significant:
concentrationsof biodiversity values (e.g. endemism, endangered species, refugia);
and/or largelandscape level forests, contained within, or containing the
management unit, where viable popuktionsof mog if notall naturally occurring
species exist in naura paternsof distributonand abundance
b) forest areas tha arein or contain rare, threatened or endangered ecosystems
c) forest areas tha providebasic services of naturein critical situaions(e.g.
watershed protection, eroson control) subsstence, hedlth) and/or critical to loca
communities' traditiond cultural identity (areas of cultural, ecological, economic or
religioussignificance identified in coopeation with such local communities).
Applicability note: Classification of a forest as a “high conservation value forest”
(HCVF) does not automatically preclude active management. In addition to the forest
types listed in sections (a) through (d) of the HCVF definition, HCVF's in the Pacific
Coast region include:
* forest typeslisted in Appendix D (i.e., rare communities in theregion), unless further
refined by consultationswith heritage programs, local naive plant sodeties, local
expets, and NGOs
* primary, late-successiond, or old-growth forests (see also criterion 6.3.)
* roadless areas (areas tha have never had loggingroads skid trails, etc.) larger than 500
acres or that have uniqueattributes
* habitats for rare species, and may indude
» water catchments tha provide water supplies to municipdities
* buffers and corridors within landcape-level planstha are critical to the
maintenance of processes and funaionsof high conservation value areas (see
aso criteria6.3 - 6.5); and
* naive grasslands wetlands and other ecologically important non-forested sites
within theforest.
Note: The status of HCVF’s on American Indian lands requires special consultation
between certifying teams and the affected tribe or nation.



FSC Pacific Coast Standad Prindple 9 criteria and attributes are as follows:

9.1. Assessment to deter mine the presence of the attributes consistent with High
Conservation Value Forests will be completed, appropriate to scale and intensity
of forest management.

9.1.a. Attributes and locationsof High Conservation Vaue Forests are deermined by
theidentification of globdly, naiondly, regiondly, and locally uniqueHCV
attributes (see Appendix D) tha may be present in or adjacent to theforest, and thar
ddineation by habitat descriptionsand maps

9.2. The consultative portion of the certification process must place emphadson
theidentified conservation attributes, and optionsfor the maintenance ther eof.
(see also 9.1.a.)

9.2.a. Conaultationsare hdd with stakeholders and scientists to confirm tha proposd
HCV locationsand attributes have been accurately identified. On pubiic forests, a
trangparent and accessible public review of proposd HCV attributes and areasis
carried out Information from stakeholder consultationsand other puldic review is
integrated into HCV F descriptionsand ddinestions.

9.3. The management plan shall include and implement specific measuresthat
ensur e the maintenance and/or enhancement of the applicable conservation
attributes consistent with the precautionary approad. These measures shall be
gpecifically included in the publicly available management plan summary.

9.3.a Where theidentification of HCVF attributes and areas is incomplete at thetime
of certification, forest owners or managesidentify HCVF attributes and areas,
develop a plan to maintain and/or enhance them, and begin implementation of the
plan within oneyear of certification.

9.3.c. Standsandforests designaed as, which have been entered for timbe harvest,
are managed over thelongterm to assure tha both the qudity of their HCVF
attributes and thar area are maintained.

9.3.d. Forest owners and manage's of HCVF s (forests and/or standg coordinae
congervation efforts with owners and managers of other HCVF swithin thar
landscape

9.4. Annual monitoring shall be conducted to assess the effectiveness of the
measur es employed to maintain or enhance the applicable conservation
attributes.

Applicability note: Except where HCV attributes change rapidly or demonstrate
ecological instability, annual monitoring may be informal and may be combined with
other field activities. Attributes and locations that are highly vulnerable (e.g., small
and/or unstable populations) and those that are intensively managed are monitored
formally on an annual basis.”

|dentification of these key valuesisimperative to ensure tha they are maintained or enhanced.
After identification and designaion, rationd management decisionscongstent with the
protection of aforest area’ simportant environmental and sodal values can bemade HCVF sare
those areas of forest tha need appropriate management in order to maintain or enhance the
identified High Conservation Values.



FSC' s ddfinition of HCVF's encompasses exceptiond or critical ecologica attributes, ecosystem
services and sodal funaions These definitionsare listed bd ow, with an examplefor each. The
six types of High Conservation Vaues are listed below.

HCVL1. Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant
concentrations of biodiversity values (e.g. endemism, endangered
species, refugia).

HCV2. Forest areas containing globally, regionally or nationally significant large
landscape level forests, contained within, or containing the management
unit, where viable populations of most if not all naturally occurring
species exist in natural patterns of distribution and abundance.

HCV3. Forest areas that are in or contain rare, threatened or endangered
ecosystems.

HCV4. Forest areas that provide basic services of nature in critical situations
(e.g. watershed protection, erosion control).

HCV5. Forest areas fundamental to meeting basic needs of local communities
(e.g. subsistence, health).

HCV6. Forest areas critical to local communities’ traditional cultural identity
(areas of cultural, ecological, economic or religious significance identified
in cooperation with such local communities).

TheForest Practice Rules for Californiafor forest management contain requirements to protect
important habitats for biod versity, to assure that forest management does not degrade the
watershed or eroson protection fundionsof forest and to ensure tha forest users aretreated in a
fair and equitable way. The HCVF concept buldson these regulationsto provide extra
safeguadsto ensure tha thevalueis not beng degraded or othawise negatively affected by
management. Designaion as HCVF does not automatically precludemanagement opaations
such as timbe harvesting. However, those management activities mug be plannad and
implemented in away tha enaures tha thevalues are maintained or enhanced.



Managing HCVF attributes
Theoveal god of managing HCVF in keeping with the FSC criterion9.3is

“The management plan shall indude spedific and implemented measures that ensure the maintenance and or
enhancement of the applicable conservation attributes consistent with the precautionary approach.”

Several points from this criterion have guided SPR’ s approach to managing HCVF's:

I The Swanton Pacific Ranch Management Plan, the Valencia NTMP and the Swanton Pacific
Ranch Timber Management Plan provide the current direction for HCV management. A new
NTMP for the SPR is under preparation at this time and that will include all the specific
management prescriptions and objectives for the forests at SPR. There is no separate list of
prescriptions or objectives for HCVF’s, rather these are incorporated into the management
plans. This assures that the prescriptions and objectives are not lost by oversight, since the
core guiding documents include these important resources.

! “Specific and implemented measures” — detailed prescriptions are written for the values during
the planning process

I “Maintenance or enhancement” — based on the concept of no net loss, managers must aim at
ensuring the value is sustained. This can only be assured by monitoring the values that have
been identified to ascertain that they remain intact and functioning.

! “Precautionary approach” — the precautionary approach sets a high standard for management
because it requires a demonstration that no impact is occurring.

It isworth repeating tha the plan and the planning process drive SPR’ s approach to HCVF' s,
The planning process containsa significant amourt of puldic conaultation, which has also been
verified to meet FSC standadsthroughthe certification assessment process.

Thefollowing table provides an overview of theHCV vauestha were identified in Phase 1 of
thisstudy. It also describes theresponsbility for inventory and monitoring. SPR is responsble
for implementation of the detailed management prescription and for some of the monitoring.
Thereisashared responsbility between CDF and other agendes and SPR for evaluaing the
effectiveness of management prescriptions These prescriptionsmug be shown to beeffective.



